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FOLK & JAZZ/JIM GILCHRIST
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AS USUALjanua wi be domiated
by Glasgow's Celtic Connections
(14-31janua), which hits us with a
bewilderigly wide-ragig .
progre just as we're recoverig
from our New Year hangovers, with
headlie concert as diverse as jim
Sutherland's True North Orchestra,
Nordic saxophone vituoso Jan

Garbarek re-unted with Indian
percussion wiard Trllok Gurtu, the
Imagined Vilage, with its intrguing
blend of Englsh trdition with modern
muIticutulim, or the Scottish
Song book concert with Karlne
Polwart, pictured, Session A 9,

Mclntosh Ross and others reprising
classics and neglected treasures of the
past century.

The festival also offers much
Americaa, from bluegrs fiddler
Darol Anger to Rounder Records'
40th anversar bash featuring Blue
Highway and Allcia Nugent, and the
transatlantic connections contiue
with March! April bringig the first
Scottish tour of North Carolia's
engagingly zany Woody Pines, with a
repertoire that ranges through olel time
to Dylanesque or vaudeveile.

In Februy, a Scottsh Art Council
Tune-Up tour combining the twin-
Highland pipes and fiddle outfit
Breabach with the popular Québécois
band Vent Du Nord should blow away

any new year cobwebs.
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There are some worthwlie jazz gigs
comig up, too - notably legendary
druer Bily Hart with hi trio at
Ediburgh's jazz Bar on 17 February (to
be recorded for broadcastig by Radio
3) and, at the same venue on 12-13
March, New York pianist RachelZ with
another formdable druer, Omar
Haklm.

Meanwhile, the Scottish Nationaljazz
Orchestra cruises on, featuring the
powerful gutarist and one tie Miles

Davi collaborator John Scofleld
playing "loud jazz and electrc Miles" in

Glasgow, Edinburgh and Stilig in

March, then enlisting the Mugenl(yo
Talko drummers in Apri ... is there no
stopping them?
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