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Radioactive Cake Q & A
1  How did you first come 
across psytrance – and 
how did you know it was for 
you?

In 1999 I visited some 
former friends at their place 
and they were DJing. I 
was not very interested in 
electronic music at all till 
that time. I used to listen 
to a lot of rock’n roll music 
or even old school hiphop. 
Also I had never seen 
anyone DJing. But very 
suddenly I became infected 
by the music on the one 
hand and by the art of 
mixing music on the other 
hand.

Psytrance 10 years 
before now was not that 
multi-faceted, not that 
diverse like nowadays. But 
for me, it was much more 
beautiful than the techno 
music of those days.

  
2  What have been the 
biggest events to happen to 
you as Radioactive Cake?

This year I have been 
playing at an event in 
Sweden near the town 
Västerås, called Alternative 
2009. I met two artists there 

who have been a source 
of inspiration for me as a 
musician for a long time 
– Sensient from Australia 
and Cujorius One from 
Denmark.

It was really nice for 
me because the style I 
prefer is not that popular in 
Germany and I never met 
some of my favourite artists 
in Germany. They just are 
not Germans...

  
3  You have described your 
music as “...intelligent 
psygressive trance music 
with a touch of wilderness, 
darker fx and atmospheres 
and a carrot...a more 
minimal form of progressive 
psytrance”. I’ve got to ask 
– where does the carrot 
come in?!

Into the ears ! ;)

4  What is the Berlin club 

scene like just now – what 
are your big moments/
names/sounds of 2009?

In Berlin we have a lot of 
trance events. People can 
celebrate a lot of different 
styles of trance music, but 
unfortunately not darker 
progressive sounds that 
much. This really needs to 
be established over here.

Also times have changed 
a bit. We have a lot of 
clubs now which can take 
around 200 to 500 people. 
Seems like the time of huge 
halls filled with a crowd 
of thousands of people 
is over. And because of 
an increased number of 
styles, producers, live acts 
and DJs the organisers 
have a big choice of artists 
they like (established or 
newcomers) and who fit 
into the party concept.

We don’t have so many 

really big names in Berlin 
any longer.

5  What are your top 5 
tracks to play for a crowd 
right now?

Mostly I play live acts, 
but when I mix tracks in 
front of a crowd I like to 
play:
1 Sensient Chambers
2 One Tasty Morsel 
Psychonautical Engineering
3 Grouch Mayan Toolkit
4 SourOne Parasight
5 Vaeya Wake The Monster

6  What is one thing you 
would like to see when you 
come to Inverness?

Inverness and it’s 
environment has a very 
historic background. I don’t 
know that much about it 
but it definitely is worth a 
vacation. The castle where 
Macbeth used to live must 
be an interesting spot and I 
guess as a visitor you have 
to see Loch Ness.
l Headroom also features 
resident Aurora, Flow 
(Portugal), Discordination, 
(Edinburgh) and Whirling 
Dervish (Dundee).

n Robert Hundt aka Radioactive 
Cake guests at club night 
Headroom at Bakoo, Inverness, 
next Friday and here explains
how a carrot features in his work...  

MIDAS
touch for
singers
FOUR Highland singer 
songwriters will launch 
the first Midas Acoustic 
Session in The Bothy at 
Hootananny, Inverness, 
on December 4.

Organised by MIDAS 
(Music Industry 
Development And 
Support) and HI-Arts, 
the line-up features 
Ullapool’s Jess Ryan, 
Sara Bills And The 
Hasbeens and Iain 
McLaughlin, both 
hailing from Inverness, 
plus Rachel Sermanni 
from Carrbridge. 

As part of the MIDAS 
project supporting 
up-and-coming 
musicians, each of the 
acts will have their set 
recorded and later mixed 
at a local studio.

They will then be 
given the tracks  back 
so they can use them 
on their websites or for 
promotional purposes. 

Doors open at 8pm, 
first act is on at 8.15pm 
and entry is free – be 
early to get a place!

WITH Lochaber’s Gordon 
Skene named as the fifth 
member added to the line-
up of Frightened Rabbit 
last month, maybe Scott 
Hutchison has finally got 
the right number.

The band that started out 
first as just Scott, then with 
brother Grant joining him on 
drums, before adding in Billy 
Kennedy and Andy Monaghan, 
may finally be complete.

Former Carson, Make 
Model and Tommy Reilly band 

member Gordon was recruited 
in October, so there’s every 
chance we’re seeing the whole 
Rabbit family.

Scott admitted earlier this 
month that five and multiples 
of five are the numbers he is 
happiest with – so maybe that’s 
it.

Scott said: “Five is a good 
number and Gordon is a great 
person to have around with 
us.

“I think we first met him 
when we were on tour and he 
needed a lift to London. Then 
he helped us out a bit and was 
around for the fun of it. When 
you’re looking for someone 
else, you want a decent guy, 
someone we can get on with 
and someone who’s a great 
musician.

“And with his experience, 
Gordon’s done all these places 
five times. He’s a decent guy 
and fun to have around. He’s 
playing a bit of guitar, mando-
lin and a big drum and had just 
a couple of weeks to learn all 
the songs before we went off 
to do some dates with Gomez. 
But he doesn’t need to be told 
anything – he’s got his own 
intuition, so it’s been really 
easy for us.”

It’s good timing. 
There’s the current Tune 

Up tour across Scotland with 
The Phantom Band and that 
is swiftly followed by a sup-
port slot on tour with Modest 
Mouse.

And things have not been 
slow on the recording front 
either.

This week, single Swim 
Until You Can’t See Land was 
released on 7-inch and on 
download.

And in the spring, album 
three – The Winter Of Mixed 
Drinks will be with us – to take 
up where second album, 2008’s 
The Midnight Organ Fight left 
off.

Or not, most probably. Scott 
revealed there may be a bright-
ening in the third slice of the 
dark material fans have come 
to love.

“It’s unavoidably more pos-
itive – there’s no escaping the 
fact I enjoy the darker aspects 
of life no matter whether I’m 
waiting for disaster or trying 
to make it happen,” laughed 
Scott.

Going on what sounds 

almost like a retreat on his 
own seems to have shifted the 
mood of the songwriter.

“For the writing of this one, 
I went to Craill,” he revealed. 
“One of my pals had a house 
there and it was empty and I 
got a nice feeling about it.

“It’s very isolated and hard 
to get to for me without a bus 
journey from Edinburgh or 
Glasgow.

“So Craill definitely had an 

influence on the album and 
the subject matter. I’d take my 
walks to Anstruther and my 
days were pretty relaxing.

“I was my own boss.”
It was also a chance for Scott 

to recharge his batteries after 
a busy time for Frightened 
Rabbit.

“In the month and a half I 
was there I got back some of 
the physical health I’d lost 
after a year and a half of tour-
ing,” said Scott.

When we speak, Scott is giv-
ing his interview answers as he 
strolls along on a mission in 
Brighton, while the seagulls 
shriek in the background.

“I’m going to celebrate the 
fact our single Swim Until You 
Can’t Stand by going and buy-
ing a copy.

“I always like to do that.
“It still makes me feel good 

when I see something we’ve 
done.

“And I like to remind myself 
that not everyone gets to 
release a record and hold a 
copy of it in their hands. I do 
the artwork for the records 
and it’s nice to see the whole 
thing coming together.

“I t ’ s  making  a  song 
complete.”
lFrightened Rabbit with The 
Phantom Band join forces on 
the Tune Up tour that includes 
dates in Fort William’s BA 
Club tomorrow (Friday) and 
on Sunday at the Ironworks, 
Inverness.

By Margaret Chrystall

n Tune Up’s
Highland 
tour brings
the return of 
a Lochaber
musician

RABBIT HIGHTAILS IT 

Gordon Skene.


